
Totley AC

June 2010 Committee Meeting - the Cross Scythes 7.30 14/06/2010
Present:  Clive (chair), Pippa, Ruth, Matthew, Aidan, Laura, Jan, Colin, Caryl
Apologies: Don
Richard Smith also attended briefly to enlist help with marshalling at the upcoming Blackamore Race.
1. Minutes of last meeting: Accepted – proposed Clive & seconded Colin.
2. Officers’ Reports:
Magazine:  Matthew has produced the next edition of the magazine and apart from minor adjustments this is now ready to go to the printers.  There is a page in memory of Ali Douglas which still needs text to accompany the pictures.  Since Su Campbell may still be away on holiday, Colin said that he would email Pat Goodall to ask if she would write a short paragraph as she had been a good friend of Ali’s for many years.

Clive suggested including a “thermometer” as a gauge of where we are with fund-raising for the new club hut.  Aidan will produce a design.  Matthew encouraged us all to produce lots of race reports and pictures for future editions.
Website:  Ruth reported on a letter that she had received from Karl Webster of Matlock AC with regard to Polly Veazy-French who has been selected to compete at the World Triathlon Championships in Budapest but costs were very high.  He suggested that Matlock (her previous club) would be willing to sponsor her and that perhaps Totley AC would do the same.  It was mentioned that Jenny Featherstone had been selected for the European Triathlon Championships in Ireland, again with high costs and so it was agreed that both members would be offered sponsorship of £100 in return for a presentation at next year’s AGM, as Ruth Hollinger did some years ago.  Caryl will write to each of them with the offer.
For the web-site, Clive had some suggestions for improvements to the site, in particular to make the front page less cluttered, to remove the fancy hat photograph which was now out-of-date and no longer appropriate and instead include photos of Totley runners in action ideally both on the road as well as the fells.   The club logo should also be included.  Clive’s main point was with regard to the impression for possible donors to the club hut and also for potential new members.  We need to be seen as a serious running club.

Aidan was in agreement with this and Ruth said that she would work on it.
Clive has spoken to Stuart of Accelerate about the sponsorship of the race series and he is now happy that we are getting a good deal.  As a result Accelerate advert will continue on the website free of charge. 
Women’s Captain: Pippa ran through a list of successes for Totley women both individually and for team prizes, e.g. 1st team in Eyam half marathon, Buxton half marathon, Swaledale marathon, 5-milers, Totley Moor.  Helen Gilbert and Laura had both achieved first places in events recently.  Good overall participation in many events.  Jan has organised 8 teams for the Dam Flask relay.

Men’s Captain:  Aidan also reported some notable successes in a number of races (himself included) and is putting 4 teams forward for Dam Flask. 
Membership:  Jan reported that we now have 210 paid-up members, 30 of whom are new.  28 previous members have not re-joined.

Treasurer:  Funds good, but of course, the new hut a big issue.  Unfortunately, over-ordering of over-costly mugs for the race series has led to a loss.  Fewer need to be ordered next year and cheaper ones sourced.  Colin will talk to the necessary people.  Meanwhile we will try and sell off the surplus at the end of the series.  A good profit from the Totley Moor race but less than last year.
Social:  Curry night after Colin’s handicap good.  Future social events will be in the magazine.  The dinner and auction is the next big event which still needs pushing.  Pete Parsons is unable to do the triangulator event this year but Ian Cooper has offered to do an orienteering event.  Colin will liaise with him on this.
Secretary: Caryl passed on entry forms for a number of races.  She also said that she had received an email from Tony of Access Warriors.  They are hoping to organise a long run in memory of Ali and Totley members may be interested.  This would not be to replace the event that Totley would organise as discussed at the last meeting.
4. AOB:
(i) Club Hut – Clive continues to work hard and is now making further applications for funding from smaller organisations.  The Council have made good on their promise and now he is awaiting other organisations to confirm their funding.
(ii) Laura had been asked to raise an issue at the committee meeting by runners who had concerns about a particular member who has a tendency to run off on his own and who does not stick with the group.  Totley has a policy of runners sticking together as a group on a training night, with faster runners looping back to pick up slower ones and it is not in the ethos of the club to run off alone.  Also there may be insurance issues in the case of an accident.  The group leader needs to speak to the individual on the night and if this behaviour persists, the member will be asked to leave the club. 

Meeting closed 9.15pm.
Next meeting, Monday 12 July, 7.30pm, Cross Scythes.


